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Figure 1. — Armament and organization of German infantry regiment. (This chart shows the 
principal unit which employs the weapons described herein.) 









Section I. INTRODUCTION 



The principal German infantry weapons are here 
described in order to enable U. S. troops to identify 
and, when the opportunity exists, to operate them. 1 
No attempt has been made to provide all the details 
necessary for the maintenance and repair of the 
weapons described. 

Reports from observers, enemy documents, British 
publications, and other sources of information have 
been examined and compared in order to present in a 
compact and simple form all the pertinent information 
on the main German infantry weapons. Wherever 
possible, the exposition is based on an actual examina- 
tion and operation of the weapon concerned. 

The equipment of the German Army in 1939, and 
its present equipment, reflect the settled policy of the 
German High Command to have the smallest variety 
of weapons consistent with meeting operational re- 
quirements. While emphasis has been maintained on 
developing weapons with a high degree of fighting 
efficiency, only selected types have been designed for 
mass production. 

1 “Abandoned enemy materiel is promptly put into use to augment that of 
the pursuing force or to replace losses.” FM 100-5, “Field Service Regula- 
tions, Operations,” par. 579, Changes No. 1 (Sept. 16, 1942). The process- 
ing of captured materiel for intelligence purposes is described in Training 
Circular No. 81 (Nov. 6, 1942), Section III. Training Circular No. 88 (Nov. 
17, 1942) contains general instructions for the recovery and evacuation of 
arms and other equipment by combat units in the combat zone. 
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GERMAN INFANTRY WEAPONS 



As the battle fronts have widened and the theaters 
of operations become more varied, the Germans have 
been forced to increase the variety of their weapons 
and to improve existing materiel. In addition, they 
have augmented their supply of weapons by using cap- 
tured materiel. 

No attempt has been made in the sections which 
follow to describe experimental or new German weap- 
ons which have not yet come into wide use. Nor is 
captured materiel used by the Germans considered. 
Therefore, on occasion U. S. troops may encounter 
German infantry equipped with some weapon not in- 
cluded in this study. However, a good knowledge of 
the standard German weapons will usually form a 
sound, basis for understanding the operation of the 
newer German weapons. 

For the armament and organization of the German 
infantry regiment, the principal unit which employs 
the weapons described herein, see figure 1. 




Section II. PISTOLS, RIFLES, AND 
GRENADES 



T. LUGER PiSTOL 

a. General 

Since 1908 the Luger pistol has been an official 
German military side arm. Georg Luger of the DWM 
Arms Company 2 in Germany developed this weapon, 
known officially as Pistole 08, from the American 
Borchart pistol invented in 1893. 

The Luger is a well-balanced, accurate pistol. It 
imparts a high muzzle velocity to a small-caliber bul- 
let, but develops only a relatively small amount of 
stopping power. Unlike the comparatively slow U. S. 
45-caliber bullet, the Luger small-caliber bullet does 
not often lodge itself in the target and thereby im- 
part its shocking power to that which it hits. With 
its high speed and small caliber it tends to pierce, 
inflicting a small, clean wound. 

When the Luger is kept clean, it functions well. 
However, the mechanism is rather exposed to dust 
and dirt. 

b. How to Identify 

The Luger may be identified readily by its exposed 
barrel, curved butt, and generally smooth lines. (See 

fig- 2.) 

1 The weapons discussed in this section may be operated by one man. 

2 Deutsche Waffen- und Munitionsfabriken, Aktiengesellschaft. 
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GERMAN INFANTRY WEAPONS 



c. Characteristics 

(1) General . — The Luger is the most common side 
arm in use in the German Army. It is a semiauto- 
matic, recoil-operated, 8-shot pistol with a caliber of 
9 mm (.354 inch). 3 It has a toggle-joint action very 




Figure 2. — Luger pistol and magazine. 



similar to that of the Maxim machine gun. It is fed 
by an 8-round magazine that fits into the butt and is 
held by a magazine catch similar to that on the U. S. 
service automatic pistol (M1911 or M1911 A1 Colt 
.45), and located in approximately the same relative 
position. 

3 A scale of inches and millimeters is printed on the inside of the back 
cover to aid readers to know the exact length of these units. 
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(2) Table of characteristics . — 

Principle of operation Recoil-operated. 

Caliber 9 mm (.354 inch). 

Ammunition 9-mm Parabellum (German, Brit- 

ish, Italian, or U. S. manufac- 
ture). 

Capacity of magazine 8 rounds. 

Sights : 

Front Inverted V blade. 

Rear Open V notch, nonadjustable. 

Length of barrel 4.25 inches. 

Weight (empty) 1 pound 14 ounces. 

Range : 

Effective 25 yards. 

Maximum 1,150 yards. 

Muzzle velocity 1,040 feet per second. 

d. How to Operate 

(1) Safety. — The safety is on the left side of the 
receiver as you hold the pistol in firing. It is a lever 
pivoted at the lower end. When the safety lock is 
turned down and to the rear, the safety catch is on and 
the pistol will not fire. With the lock in this position, 
the German word gesichert (“made safe”) is exposed. 
To release the safety, it is necessary to push the lever 
forward and up; the word gesichert will then be cov- 
ered by the safety lever arm, and the pistol is ready 
to fire. 

(2) To load and fire. — A loaded magazine is inserted 
into the butt and shoved home until the magazine catch 
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Figure 3. — Cross section of Luger pistol, showing action of 

toggle joint. 



the same fashion as is done with the U. 8. Colt .45. 
With the thumb and forefinger of the left hand, grasp 
the knurled knobs on both sides of the toggle joint and 
draw the joint to the rear as far as it will go (see fig. 3). 
Then release the knobs, and let the breechblock snap 
forward. This operation will carry forward a car- 
tridge from the lips of the magazine into the chamber. 







PISTOLS, RIFLES, AND GRENADES 7 

The pistol should then be locked by moving the safety 
so as to expose the word gesichert. 

It is always possible to determine whether there is a 
cartridge in the chamber by feeling or noting the posi- 
tion of the extractor (see fig. 4). When there is a car- 
tridge in the chamber, the front end of the extractor 
projects above the level of the top surface of the breech- 



Extractor (indicating loaded chamber) 




Figure 4. — Close-up of Luger pistol to show operation of extractor. 



block, exposing the word geladen (“loaded”) on the 
left side of the extractor. If there is no cartridge in 
the chamber, the extractor is level with the top surface 
of the breechblock. 

(8) To unload. — First, press the magazine catch, 
allowing the magazine to drop out of the butt. Then, 
to extract any cartridge that may be in the chamber, 
grasp the knurled knobs of the toggle joint in the same 
manner as in loading. Pull the joint to the rear as far 
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GERMAN INFANTRY WEAPONS 




Figure 5. — Method of using German sights. ((T) illustrates correct 
sight picture; ®, firing high; (5), low and right; ®, low and right; 
lower left; ®, low shot.) 



as it will come. This operation will eject any cartridge 
in the chamber. 

(4) Sights . — This pistol has an open V notch rear 
sight and an inverted V front sight. The sights 
should be aligned as in figure 5 ®. 

e. Ammunition 

Rimless, straight-case ammunition is used. German 
ammunition boxes will read Pistolenpatronen 08 (“pis- 
tol cartridges 08”). These should be distinguished 
from Exerzierpatronen 08 (“drill cartridges 08”). 
The bullets in these cartridges have coated steel jackets 
and lead cores. The edge of the primer of the ball 
cartridge is painted black. British- and U. S.-made 
9-mm Parabellum ammunition will function well in 
this pistol ; the German ammunition will of course give 
the best results. (See sec. Y, p. 161, below.) 
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f. Maintenance 

(1) Oiling and cleaning . — This pistol requires the 
same type of care as the U. S. M1911 Colt .45 auto- 
matic. The cleaning and oiling is done in a similar 
manner. However, in desert countries, or in other 
places where dust is prevalent, oil should be used spar- 
ingly or not at all. 

(2) Stripping . — In order to disassemble the weapon, 
it is necessary to remove the magazine and empty the 
chamber as indicated in d (3), page 7, above. Press 
the muzzle against a clean, hard surface until the barrel 
has moved to the rear about a half inch. Then push 
the knurled section of the cover-plate latch down- 
ward and remove the cover plate. Turn the pistol 
upside down and slide the barrel and receiver forward 
and separate them. Punch out the rear pivot pin 
and remove the breechblock from the receiver. This 
amount of disassembly is sufficient for purposes of 
cleaning and oiling the pistol. 

(3) Assembly . — To reassemble the parts of the weap- 
on, first put the breechblock and receiver together 
and replace the pivot pin. Slide the barrel and receiver 
back onto the frame, making sure that the hook-shaped 
link engages in the claws of the recoil-spring head. 
Push the barrel backward, using a piece of wood 
against the muzzle, and replace the cover plate. Turn 
the cover-plate latch until it catches in its locked 
position. 
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g. Accessories 

There is a leather holster which carries extra am- 
munition in a separate magazine. This holster also 
contains a tool which can be used for disassembling 
the pistol and for loading the magazine. 

2. WALTHER PISTOL 

a. General 

The Walther, officially called Pistole 38, is coming 
into more and more general use as a standard issue 
in the German Army. Eventually it may replace the 
Luger. Although the Walther lacks the stopping 
power of the U. S. M1911 Colt .45, it is nevertheless a 
handy weapon because of its double-action 4 feature and 
its good balance. 

b. How to Identify 

The Walther may be identified by — 

(1) Horizontally grooved grips. 

(2) Outside hammer. 

(3) Marking (“P. 38”) on the left side of the slide. 

(4) Safety on the left rear of the slide. 

(0) Lanyard hook on the left grip. 

(6) Double action. 

c. Characteristics 

(1) General. — The Walther is a recoil -operated pis- 
tol with a slide that moves directly to the rear (in 
this respect, like the U. S. M1911 Colt .45 and unlike 

4 The double-action feature enables the weapon to be fired simply by pres- 
sure on the trigger without cocking the hammer. The Walther is the only 
military pistol with this feature. 
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the Luger) . The feed is by an 8-round magazine that 
fits into the pistol handle, but, unlike the U. S. M1911 
Colt .45 and the Luger, the magazine catch is located 




Figure 6. — Walther pistol. 



on the bottom rear of the butt and is moved to the 
rear to release the magazine. (See fig. 6.) 

(2) Table of characteristics . — 



Principle of operation Short recoil-operated, double-action 

trigger mechanism. 

Caliber 9-mm (.354 inch). 

Ammunition 9-mm Parabellum (German, Brit- 

ish, Italian, oi U. S. manufac- 
ture). 

Capacity of magazine 8 rounds. 

Sights : 

Front Inverted V blade. 

Rear Open V notch, nonadjustable. 
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Length of barrel 4.75 inches. 

Weight : 

With loaded magazine 2 pounds 5.25 ounces. 

With empty magazine 2 pounds 1.75 ounces. 

Range : 

Effective 25 yards. 

Maximum 1,150 yards. 

Muzzle velocity 1,040 feet per second. 

d. How to Operate 

(1) Safety . — The safety is a lever located at the 
left rear of the slide. In order to fire, thumb up the 
safety, uncovering the letter “I 1 ” ( Feuer — “fire”). 
In order to lock the pistol, thumb down the safety 
uncovering the letter “S” ( sicker — “safe”). 

To uncock the pistol, set the safety to the “safe” posi- 
tion. This permits the hammer to fall and at the same 
time locks the firing pin in its rearmost position. (See 
fig. 7.) 

The Walther has a device which enables a quick 
check to be made in order to determine whether or not 
there is a cartridge in the chamber. If there is a 
cartridge in the chamber, a small pin protrudes about 
a quarter of an inch from the back end of the slide. 
If the chamber is empty, this small pin will remain 
flush with the surface of the back end of the slide. 
This arrangement is particularly handy in the dark. 

(2) To load and fire. — (a) To load , “ single 
action .” — Put the safety on “fire.” Insert a loaded 
magazine into the butt and shove it forward until the 
magazine catch holds it. Pull the slide back once and 
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let it snap forward. The pistol is now loaded and 
cocked. A pull on the trigger will fire the weapon. 

(b) To load , “alternate method .” — Put the safety 
on “safe.” Insert the loaded magazine and work the 
slide as described in d (1), on the opposite page. This 
pistol is now loaded but not cocked. When ready to 




fire, put the safety on “fire” and pull the trigger. As 
this pistol has a double action, the pull on the trigger 
will cock the hammer and then fire the round. After 
the first shot, the recoil of the slide will cock the 
hammer. 

(3) To unload . — Pull to the rear the magazine 
catch, located on the bottom rear of the butt, and the 
magazine will drop out. Work the slide back and 
forth several times to be sure that the chamber is 
emptied. 
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e. Ammunition 

The following types of ammunition may be used in 
the Pistole 38 : 

(1) German standard 9-min Parabellum cartridge (which is 
used also in the Pistole 08). 

(2) British- and U. S. -manufactured 9-mm Parabellum ammu- 
nition for the Sten and Lanchester submachine guns. 

(3) Italian ammunition used in the Beretta submachine gun 
and 9-mm pistols (other than the cartridges used in the Beretta 
pistol, model 34, which will not function in the Pistole 38). 

Wherever possible, German-issue ammunition should 
be inserted in German pistols, which are “ touchy” 
about the ammunition used. Italian pistol ammuni- 
tion, model 38, is likely to cause stoppages in German 
9-mm weapons. Care should also be taken so as not 
to mistake the dummy cartridges (Exerzierpatronen 
08) used in drills for live ammunition. 

f. Maintenance 

(1) Stripping. — Insert an empty magazine in the 
pistol. Pull the slide back until the slide stop en- 
gages and holds the slide in the rear position. Turn 
the barrel retaining pin clockwise about three quarters 
of a turn. Remove the magazine, press down on the 
slide stop, and let the slide snap forward. Pull the 
trigger, and remove the slide and barrel from the re- 
ceiver by pulling the slide forward. Unlock the slide 
from the barrel by pushing in on the locking-cam 
plunger and pulling down the locking cam. 

(2) Assembly. — Assemble in the reverse order, but 
be sure that the slide and barrel are locked together 




